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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Happy New Year and welcome to the Spring term at St George’s!  I hope you all enjoyed a peaceful 
and happy Christmas and that you were able to take time to recharge and spend time with loved 
ones. 
 
We have had a great start to the new term; the children have settled back into school very well and 
are enjoying getting stuck in to their learning.  This is a short term with a lot to fit in! 
 
At the end of this newsletter you will find the latest edition of Nicky Nightingale’s Forest School 
Newsletter, celebrating all the wonderful work that took place last term. 
 
Colchester Zoo Rocks 

As mentioned last term, Oliver in Pathfinders was 
the winner of our Colchester Zoo Rocks 
competition.  He worked hard to transfer his 
design to the large rock which will form part of our 
school display at Colchester Zoo.   
 
Well done Oliver and thank you for creating a 
design which represents St George’s and the 
variety of wildlife in our World. 
 
All the rocks will now be varnished before being 
returned to the Zoo where they will be included in 
the rock garden installation to celebrate the 60th 

birthday of Colchester Zoo. 
 
Staffing Update 
 
Welcome to Miss Harris who has joined our Support Staff team this 
term.  Miss Harris will be working with children across the school, 
supporting in the classroom and working with individuals and small 
groups.  She also works as a Midday Assistant, supporting the children in 
the lunch hall and in the playground. 
I’m sure you will join me in welcoming Miss Harris to the St George’s 
team.   
 
Have a lovely weekend. 
 

Mrs Keitch 



 
 

 
In this week’s 
English lessons, the 
Navigators children 
have been 
continuing their 
work on the 
beautiful book 
‘Shackleton’s 
Journey’ by William 
Grill.  In this unit 
of work, they have 
had lots of 
opportunities for 
writing, including 
letters in role as 
crew members of 
the Endurance and 
timelines of the 
expedition.   
 
 
 
 

In the image above, we have completed some grammar work linked to the book. 
 
In Maths, we have been learning about the links 
between decimals and fractions, finding out how to 
express decimals in fraction form and simplifying 
fractions. 
 
We have used 
this 
knowledge and 
understanding 
to order a 
mixed set of 
decimals and 
fractions. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Our Dimensions topic is ‘Wars of the World’.  
As well as learning lots of interesting 
information about WWI and WWII, we have 
also been finding out about the important role 
music played during wartime, lifting people’s 
spirits and raising morale.   
 



Dates for your Diary  
 

You may wish to make a note of the dates below.   
Further information will be sent out to you in due course. 
 
 

Thursday 19th January Navigators Trip to Duxford 

Monday 6th February Reception and Y6 Height and Weight checks 
(Essex Child and Family Wellbeing Service) 

Friday 19th February PTA Break the Rules Day - information to follow! 

Monday 13th – Friday 17th February   Half Term break 

Thursday 23rd and Friday 24th 
March  

Y6 Bikeability 

Friday 31st March 2pm Easter Service St George’s Church - parents 
invited 

Friday 31st March Last day of term 

Monday 3rd - Friday 14th April Easter Holidays 

Monday 17th and Tuesday 18th  
April 

Non Pupil Days 

Wednesday 19th April First day of the Summer term - children return 
to school 

Forest School ‘Nightingale’ Awards 
 

 
Sienna  - For being creative with natural materials, building a shelter and 
waterproofing with tarpaulins.     
 
Hollie - For extending your ideas, creating a harness-style swing to fly through 
the trees like Spiderman!   
 
Ben - For persisting with the flint and steel to master the technique, creating 
excellent sparks and lighting your own mini fire.   
 
Oliver  - For amazing perseverance and not giving up, when lighting your mini fire 
with a flint and steel. Well done!   
 
Explorers Class - For a fantastic start to your term of Forest Schools. You 
listened brilliantly at the log circle to the rules and had a busy and engaging first 
session – well done!   
 
 



Our Stars of the Week this week are: 

Explorers 

Nieve - for growing in confidence and working hard 

Noah - for your enthusiasm in Phonics 

 

Pathfinders 
Sofia (FiFi) - for settling in brilliantly and working really hard 
Ella-Rose - for independently transferring your Dimensions learning into your 
Computing work 
 
Adventurers 
Nixon - for working brilliantly alongside your classmates.  You provide 
constant support and are very positive! 
Fred - for settling in so well.  You have already shown how hard you work and 
we are very impressed and proud to have you on board. 
 
Navigators 
Amelia M - for wonderful creativity and thought with your musical 
performance 
Ben - for excellent, confident class discussion contributions in all topics 
 
Lunchtime Awards go to: 
Explorers 

Freddie - for sitting nicely during lunch and for helping to put the equipment away 

 

Pathfinders 

Bailey - for never giving up when a challenge occurs 

 

Adventurers 

Anabel - for being so brave when you fell over 

 

Navigators 

Isyla - for being helpful.  Thank you for collecting the lost play equipment from the 

Forest School area. 

 

Reader of the Week Awards go to: 

Explorers 

Eva - for enthusiastic reading at home 

 

Pathfinders 

Theo - for dedication to reading at home, including over the 

Christmas break 

 

Adventurers 

Penny - for fantastic effort during daily reading sessions 

 

Navigators 

Matthew - for your enthusiasm and interest in reading about Space 






