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Curriculum Intent Statement 
Geography
At St George’s Primary School, we believe that Geography helps to provoke and provide answers to questions about the natural and human aspects of the world. Children are encouraged to develop a greater understanding and knowledge of the world, as well as their place in it. The geography curriculum at St George’s enables children to develop knowledge and skills that are transferable to other curriculum areas and which can and are used to promote their spiritual, moral, social and cultural development. The curriculum is designed to ensure that teaching equips pupils with knowledge about diverse places, people, resources and natural and human environments, together with a deep understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human processes. 
As pupils progress through the school, their growing knowledge about the world helps them to deepen their understanding of the interaction between physical and human processes, and of the formation and use of landscapes and environments. Geographical knowledge and skills are progressive and are sequenced to provide the framework and approaches that provide explanation of how the Earth’s features at different scales are shaped, interconnected and change over time.

We seek to inspire in children a curiosity and fascination about the world and its people which will remain with them for the rest of their lives, equipping them well for further education and beyond.

Geography helps us to make sense of the world around us, better understand the places we live in, learn about and visit, why they matter and how they are connected to a globalised world. Through geography, we encounter different societies and cultures and learn to appreciate the incredible diversity of landscapes and peoples. In geography, we face questions of what it means to live sustainably in an interdependent world and learn to value and care for the planet and all its inhabitants.

Aims:
· Geography helps pupils to develop an understanding of place and its personal meaning, including their own place in the world and that of other people. 
· Geography develops pupils’ understanding of natural, man-made and social environments. 
· Geography provides pupils with a range of vocabulary to describe the features of the environment and the processes that shape it. 
· Geography enables pupils to understand the spatial layout and organisation of the world around them and recognise patterns and relationships in the 
environment. 
· Geography develops pupils’ understanding and appreciation of places and their importance to us, of our impact on them and how we can manage and develop them sustainably. 
· Geography introduces pupils to the role and value of maps in observing, understanding, interpreting and valuing the world, from local to global perspective.
· Geography helps pupils recognise how and why changes to places and the environment happen and affect us, both as a result of natural processes and 
through human activity. 
· Geography develops pupils’ role as stewards of Planet Earth, at local, national and global scale. 
· Geography helps pupils recognise and value interdependence through themes such as climate change, food, water and energy. 
· Geography teaches pupils to appreciate the diversity evident in the world, through learning about similarities, differences and how we live interdependently. 
· Pupils’ geographical understanding helps them make sense of the world and prepares them to play an active role as informed, responsible citizens. 
· The geography that children learn is brought `alive’ for them through investigating and asking questions about the world. 
· Geography stimulates pupils to explore emotional responses that can accompany learning about some of the Earth’s features, such as a sense of awe and wonder.
· Geography teaches pupils to understand `space’ and ‘scale’, including the layout of places within their own locality, their own country and the wider world and how this 
can be represented on maps. 
· Geography is a key subject to engage pupils’ creative and critical thinking about change, both locally and globally, and the implications for the future.

How is Geography taught at St George’s Primary School? 
Geography is taught through thematic units. The attached overview (Appendix 1) maps out which thematic units feature this subject and the Long-Term Plan (Appendix 2) clearly shows the objectives taught. Geography is taught through a combination of subject knowledge, geographical skills, enquiry and fieldwork. Learning takes place both inside and outside the classroom.
We believe that geography, unlike some other subjects, is not learnt in a strictly linear way, we see geography as an inter-connected network of skills and concepts which help pupils develop their geographical thinking, identify relationships and make connections with increasing fluency in different and more complex situations. 
The geographical learning within themes is designed to enable pupils to build on and contextualise prior learning using a contemporary, meaningful framework. Geography is planned for in such a way that each pupils will:- 1. broaden and deepen their knowledge of places 2. increase their technical geographical vocabulary 3. develop their understanding of a range of scales (local > national > global) 4. move from more concrete concepts e.g. beach to more abstract ones e.g. renewable energy 5. see connections between people, places, processes and environments 6. develop skills in a progressive, incremental way 7. use these skills appropriately and, eventually, with independence. 
· Throughout their geographical learning, children at St George’s will have the opportunity to explore; Local Geography -There are opportunities for pupils to learn about local geography at different levels, specifically in Pathfinders ‘Unity in the Community’, Adventurers ‘Out and About’ and Navigators ‘Time Team’ and ‘In Your Element’, where the learning builds across the phases. 
· National Geography- National history is again linked to the ‘Making it Personal’ section in many of the geography thematic units. 
· International Geography- As an internationally minded curriculum, ‘Learning Means the World’ provides many opportunities to study places on a worldwide scale, such as Brazil, Fiji, America and Africa.

How is Geography assessed at St George’s Primary School?
Assessment of children’s learning takes the form of ongoing monitoring of children’s understanding, knowledge and skills using key questioning skills built into the lessons. 

Geography is also monitored by the subject leader- Mrs Elliott – throughout the year in the form of a collection of evidence; book monitoring, comparing outcomes based against age-based progression and pupil interviews to discuss their learning. This tangible evidence aids understanding and establishes the impact of the teaching taking place. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Skills Ladder acts as an incremental model for skills acquisition and provides a benchmark for each year group, with teachers using the skills statements as a model for progression throughout the school. Growing in complexity and demand across Key Stages 1 and 2, pupils’ learning when linked to the Skills Ladder should enable them to make good progress in geography. The Knowledge Building Pillars form a robust model of progression for knowledge and understanding, helping pupils to assimilate, synthesise and apply their learning within different geographical contexts. This also means that concepts are cumulatively built upon. For example, Processes and Changes would show children learning about deforestation in Madagascar in Pathfinders, identifying and using sources of evidence that show the changing landscape of Africa to learning about cause and effect of air and water pollution in different parts of the world in Navigators.
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