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[bookmark: _GoBack]Autumn Term (2) CLASS LETTER

Dear Parents and Carers

[image: ]Welcome back to another very busy half term. This half term is perhaps Pathfinder’s busiest of the year with lots of learning happening but also Christmas Nativity preparations too.  This letter contains all the information you need to know about your child’s learning for the coming half term, including how you can support your child’s learning at home.









	DIMENSIONS LEARNING MEANS THE WORLD


	This half term we will be starting by studying our new Dimensions unit-Paddington’s Passport. This unit is a Geography based unit although we will be linking it with lots of other areas of the curriculum including Computing, Art and Design as well as Drama. We are very much looking forward to our school visit from Divergent Drama to help us dive into the content of our unit even more.   Another exciting event happening this half term is our whole school book week. Wait and see what our whole school text will be! There will be lots of exciting tasks based around it. We will also be looking at the Christmas Story and exploring how this very special story inspired a very special holiday – this will help us understand our Nativity show. We can’t wait to perform for you all later this term. 

	MATHS 


	What we’re studying

Over this half term, we will be continuing with addition and will be moving on to subtraction. We will be continuing to use our knowledge of place value and counting accurately and to help us to solve problems ‘how many in total/ altogether?’ and ‘how many left?’, using practical resources like tens frames and counters as well as numberlines and Tens and Ones for larger 2-digit numbers. We will be trying to solve mixed addition and subtraction problems using what we have learnt so far. We will then be recognising 2D and 3D shapes, looking at the characteristics, pattern and symmetry nearer to Christmas.
	Suggested home activities 
 
To help support your child at home, you could create your own addition or subtraction stories. This can be done in your everyday activities, for example; 
‘I have ten pieces of apple. I have eaten four. How many do I have now?’
‘I have 6 strawberries and you have 7 strawberries. How many do we have altogether?
You can adjust the numbers and even challenge each other to add three numbers.
[image: 1-Minute Maths - Apps on Google Play]
If you have a device and are able to download, there is a free App for a tablet or phone called ‘1-minute maths’ which is made by White Rose Maths. 
This has short bursts of questions in categories and brings up a hint like a tens frame to help solve them. You could look at the ‘Addition’ category.

Nearer to Christmas you could look at making Christmas pictures using shapes to create them. Can you see and name the shapes you see in packaging and patterns?
.

	ENGLISH


	What we’re studying

This half term we will be looking at some lovely key texts and continuing to build our understanding of sentence structure and punctuation. Our focus for this half term is writing for different purposes; diaries, letters, fact files and stories. Our two key texts this half term ‘Paddington Bear’ and ‘The Jolly Postman’ will give us many opportunities to explore the many different reasons we write. 
	Suggested home activities 

To help support your child at home, why not try writing a letter to Santa or a loved one who lives somewhere else.  

Also in your child’s reading folder, you will find a list of high frequency words and common exception words. These are there for you to practice with the children whenever you can. 

 

	OTHER SUBJECTS


	Geography-  In geography we will be naming the seven continents of the world and the oceans within it. We will be comparing different locations around the world.  
Art- In art we will be looking at maps and how to draw them as well as how to use them creatively in a collage. We will also be creating our own post cards. 
PSHE- In our PSHE learning, we will be looking at environmental issues and how our actions can impact these around the world.
ICT-  During our ICT learning, we will be building on our previously taught skills- we will be using different programmes to type and use our mouse to control the computer.

	HOME LEARNING ARRANGEMENTS

	Home Learning-

Home learning will continue to be set on Mondays with a hard copy being handed out in the children’s homework folder. Please make sure children have handed in their home learning by Monday morning as this gives Mrs Elliott time to mark and send home the next one. We always remind children throughout the day on Monday and we ensure that everyone has new homework on Monday regardless of whether they have handed in their folder or not. So please always check book bags just in case your child’s folder was not handed in.

Feedback will be given to children verbally about their homework however it will be stamped by Mrs Elliott to acknowledge homework has been handed in. 

Homework will rotate between high frequency words, maths and English tasks allowing the children the opportunity to practice a variety of their skills. 

Reading-
Reading is an incredibly important skill to develop and at St George’s we recognise the time and effort that it takes to become a good reader. To help your child’s reading continue to make progress, please read with your child at least 5 times a week. Mrs Pryer will continue to check reading records every Friday. 

Reading books-
Reading books will continue to be changed weekly as follows: -
Read Write Inc. book bag books to be changed on Monday
Read Write Inc. Paper books to be changed on Friday
Oxford Owl staged book linked to their RWInc level to be changed on Friday.
Please note-If your child is part of The Literacy and Language group, your child will only have one longer book to take home for reading changed on Monday and reviewed on Friday.

Children should not have more than these books from school in their bags so please encourage your child to return books so that others can enjoy them too.  

	PE/FOREST SCHOOL


	PE will continue to be on Tuesday afternoon. 
Forest school will continue for Pathfinders on Wednesday mornings so please send the children into school in their Forest school clothes. Please be aware that as winter arrives, Forest school will continue whatever the weather so please ensure children have appropriate wet weather clothes. Also as it is getting muddier please can children have a change of footwear to wear in class following Forest School.

	SHOW AND TELL

	We love sharing the children’s interests and achievements and we think it is important to make time to share these and celebrate them as a class. With this in mind, we have generated a rota for ‘Show and Tell’. Children can bring in toys, certificates, books, or anything that they would like to share on their day. The children’s ‘show and tell’ will be kept in a basket and only allowed to be shared at the designated show and tell time. We would like to ask that children only bring in toys on their show and tell day. Toys are not allowed in school at any other time – this includes cuddly toys. Show and tell will be on MONDAY’s – please see the below rota as well as the message sent out via Seesaw: 
7/11/22- Ivy, Byron, Jacob, Blake, Theodore
14/11/22- Eliza, Alexander, Theo, Darcy, Oliver
21/11/22- Jude, Crewe, Bella, Adara, Edith
28/11/22- Harriet, Ella-Rose, Bailey, Konan, Zachary
5/12/22- Toby, Alice, Jack, Oscar, Lucas
12/12/22-Meredel, Isabelle, Lily, Holly

	COMMUNICATION


	Thank you for all of your support so far this year, we really appreciate it. We truly believe that we are all a team. It is very important to us that you are able to communicate and contact us when needed. For quick, day-to-day classroom matters please contact us via Seesaw or at the beginning/end of the day, an adult will also be at the door for drop off and pick up.  

For queries, questions or concerns, please make an appointment to meet with us or have a phone call via the school office.

We will respond to your queries as soon as we are able to, but please keep in mind that we may not be able to check or respond to SeeSaw while we are teaching. So if matters are urgent, please contact the school office. 




Kind regards
Mrs Elliott and Mrs Pryer
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