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SUMMER 1 CLASS LETTER

Dear Parents and Carers,

[image: ]Welcome to this half-term’s class letter.  This letter contains all the information you need to know about your child’s learning for the coming half term, including how you can support your child’s learning at home.







	DIMENSIONS - LEARNING MEANS THE WORLD

	Our current topic this term is called ‘Cry Freedom.’ Cry Freedom! Is a thematic unit based around the history of slavery. We start by learning what slavery is, looking at some of the reasons behind it and examples of it, before moving on to find out about slavery in Europe, Asia, Africa and America throughout history. Then, we learn about two key people who were instrumental in making slavery illegal, before investigating modern day slavery and what we can do to stand against it, like the courageous abolitionists of the past.
The children will be learning these key objectives through this unit of learning…

· To know and understand what slavery is and recognise its different forms

· To learn about the history of slavery around the world

· To learn about key figures involved in the abolition of slavery

· To learn about modern-day slavery
[image: ]
It would be ideal to ensure your child is familiar with the definitions of our topic related words – as you can see in the list titled ‘Vocabulary.’

We will be having plenty of discussions around freedom and equality and what this looks like in society.

We arrange the children into four teams within the classroom. To link with this topic, each team will be named a different aspect of freedom that everyone should be entitled to.
Team 1: Respect
Team 2: Free Speech
Team 3: Equality
Team 4: Kindness 


	MATHS 

	What we’re studying
	Suggested home activities 


	We are going to start the new term focussing primarily upon measurement. Then we will be moving into studying fractions.  

Year 3 Measurement

· measure, compare, add and subtract: lengths (m/cm/mm); mass (kg/g); volume/capacity (l/ml)
· measure the perimeter of simple 2-D shapes
· add and subtract amounts of money to give change, using both £ and p in practical contexts
· tell and write the time from an analogue clock, including using Roman numerals from I to XII, and 12-hour and 24-hour clocks
· estimate and read time with increasing accuracy to the nearest minute; record and compare time in terms of seconds, minutes and hours; use vocabulary such as o'clock, am/pm, morning, afternoon, noon and midnight
· know the number of seconds in a minute and the number of days in each month, year and leap year
· compare durations of events

Year 3 Fractions

· count up and down in tenths; recognise that tenths arise from dividing an object into 10 equal parts and in dividing one-digit numbers or quantities by 10
· recognise, find and write fractions of a discrete set of objects: unit fractions and non-unit fractions with small denominators
· recognise and use fractions as numbers: unit fractions and non-unit fractions with small denominators
· recognise and show, using diagrams, equivalent fractions with small denominators
· add and subtract fractions with the same denominator within one whole
· compare and order unit fractions, and fractions with the same denominators
· solve problems that involve all of the above.

Year 4 Measurement

· convert between different units of measure
· measure and calculate the perimeter of a rectilinear figure (including squares) in centimetres and metres
· find the area of rectilinear shapes by counting squares
· estimate, compare and calculate different measures, including money in pounds and pence
· read, write and convert time between analogue and digital 12 and 24-hour clocks
· solve problems involving converting from hours to minutes, minutes to seconds, years to months, weeks to days

Year 4 Fractions

· recognise and show, using diagrams, families of common equivalent fractions
· count up and down in hundredths; recognise that hundredths arise when dividing an object by a 100 and dividing tenths by 10.
· solve problems involving increasingly harder fractions to calculate quantities, and fractions to divide quantities, including non-unit fractions where the answer is a whole number
· add and subtract fractions with the same denominator
· recognise and write decimal equivalents of any number of tenths or hundredths
· recognise and write decimal equivalents to ¼; ½; ¾
· find the effect of dividing a one- or two-digit number by 10 and 100, identifying the value of the digits in the answer as ones, tenths and hundredths
· round decimals with 1 decimal place to the nearest whole number
· compare numbers with the same number of decimal places up to 2 decimal places
· solve simple measure and money problems involving fractions and decimals to 2 decimal places.
	Below are some interactive learning activities which will help aid your child’s understanding of measurement and fractions. These activities are ones you can work through together, to check understanding whilst you answer the questions.

Measurement

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/measuring-in-cm

https://mathsframe.co.uk/en/resources/resource/119/find_the_start_time#

https://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/viewing/L9643/index.html

Fractions

https://phet.colorado.edu/sims/html/fraction-matcher/latest/fraction-matcher_en.html

https://phet.colorado.edu/sims/html/fractions-equality/latest/fractions-equality_en.html

https://mathsframe.co.uk/en/resources/resource/120/match_fractions_decimals_and_percentages#.UCdcd2MsCEY

Measurement challenges. 
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Fraction challenges. 
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	ENGLISH

	What we’re studying
	Suggested home activities 

	
For this half term, the text we will be exploring is called Werewolf Club Rules by Joseph Coehlo, illustrated by John O’Leary. 
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This is a poetic text, with a focus upon relationships and identity. 

Whilst exploring this text, the skills we will be focussed upon are…

· Beating pulse and rhythm performance poetry
· Listening to poets 
· Visualisation 
· Looking at language Drawing on personal
· Experiences and values 
· Affective response
· Making personal connections


And our writing journey and outcome will be a written poetry in a range of forms. 
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	OTHER SUBJECTS

	Music: 
We will be using a range of different computer programmes to explore music, as well as recognising different musical patterns and identifying sounds made by differing instruments. This term the children will learn to know that music can affect mood and emotions, identify the features of major and minor tonality and to understand and explain their own personal likes and dislikes in music, related back to the elements of music.

Religious Education: Within Religious Education we will be exploring the Understanding Christianity: Salvation unit. 
Throughout this unit the discussions and lessons will help to enable pupils to know about and understand Christianity as a living world faith. We will be exploring core theological concepts which enables pupils to develop knowledge and skills in making sense of Christian texts and understanding their impact in the lives of Christian people. It will also aid and develop pupils’ abilities to connect, critically reflect upon, evaluate and apply their learning to their own growing understanding of religion and belief of themselves, the world and human experience. Salvation means being saved from sin, and Christians believe that salvation is essential to have a relationship with God while on earth, and to have eternal life with God in heaven after death.

P4C:  We will be carrying out P4C sessions once a week, to ensure that the children are able to explore different viewpoints and can exercise their enquiry skills. I have included an overview of what Philosophy for Children is, so that you can view the benefits. 
· An enquiry based approach to open up children’s learning through the exploration of ideas.
· It gives children the possibility of seeing that their ideas have value, and that others have different ideas that have value too. They realise that they don’t always have to be right. They have the confidence to ask questions and learn through discussion. All learners (including teachers) have opportunities to genuinely enquire.
· A chance to speak and be heard without fear of getting an answer wrong. Intelligence and curiosity grows.

MFL – French
[image: ]Each day after lunch we will practising counting from zero to twenty and beyond in French and also learning key phrases through a range of different songs, as well as recalling the days of the week and identifying different animals, fruit and food items in French. 


	HOME LEARNING ARRANGEMENTS

	
Home learning is set each Friday and the children have the overview of the spelling and times table activities in their home learning folders. Spellings should be practised in the little blue spelling book and the times tables are to be written out in the orange book. The children have the opportunity to win a Golden Ticket, which is 5 team points towards their team score. There are five Golden Tickets up for grabs each Friday. 

It is important that the children hand their home learning in either on or before Wednesday. Every other week is topic learning and so this will also be shown on your home learning overview- linked to ‘Cry Freedom.’ We check the reading records each Friday (to see how many times each child has read that week) and so it’s important that each time your child reads, that they write down where they have read up to. We are encouraging independence by asking them to record this themselves. The children’s reading records should be in, each day. We have reading sessions each day after lunch. The children also have the opportunity to read online books and answer questions about understanding, throughout the week at school, as well as at home. This is through our online Oxford Reading Scheme interactive resource. Your child has their username and password in their reading records. 

Each Monday we will send home an Oxford Reading book, which is matched to your child’s level of reading. They can read in class and at home, throughout the week. 

	PHYSICAL EDUCATION

	We have physical education every Thursday and Friday afternoon. All children are to come dressed in their PE Kit on these days. 

Thursday afternoon will be a range of invasion sports, teaching the children to work as a team and play defence/mark correctly. This will be delivered by Colchester United coaches and on Friday afternoon we will be focussing on athletic skills.  

	COMMUNICATION

	For quick, day-to-day classroom matters please contact me via Seesaw or at the beginning/end of the day. I will respond to your queries as soon as I am able to.
For queries, questions or concerns, please make an appointment to meet with me or have a phone call.

	UPDATES FOR THIS HALF TERM

	
Miss Brooks will continue to teach in Adventurers on a Monday – which she is thoroughly enjoying. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]I will also be looking into a school trip to fit our next topic, which is called ‘Rocky The Findosaur.’ We hope to go to London to the Natural History Museum – but we will keep you updated with details if for any reason this changes. The costs may be a contributing factor to the changes, in which case, we will try our best to find something affordable. 

MyMaths is up and running now and this has the whole of the Maths curriculum available for your child’s year group. I will set home learning using MyMaths, alongside the times table practise, throughout this term.




Kind regards,
Adventurers Team (Mrs Clyde Roberts, Miss Brooks and Mrs Sandell)
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On a digital clock showing 24-hour
time, over a whole day, how many
times does a 5 appear?

Is it the same number for a 12-hour
clock over a whole day?
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Clocks

These clocks have been
reflected in a mirror.

What times do they say?
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Harmonic Triangles i?

Can you see what the rules for making
the next line are?

Can you work out the next two rows?

Will the second diagonal ('/2, /s, /12 .
always contain unit fractions? —

Can you prove it? W T PV s L

nrich.maths.org
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A monkey has 75 peaches. Each
day, he kept a fraction of his
peaches, gave the rest away, and
then ate one.

These are the fractions he decided
to keep:
1 1 3 3 5 11

2% %5 60
In what order did he use the
fractions so that he was left with
just one peach at the end?
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Take 5: Ideas for Independent/Home Learning
Werewolf Club Rules by Joseph Coelho, illustrated by John
O’Leary (Frances Lincoln)

1. Explore it
Read the poem below, look carefully at the illustration and think about what this poem means to you:

fisminie vy g
| Asmaringsharkpainiedonit.

The skateboard's ips curved up,

ke a isng i

where sandy non-lip patches

clung o your fet. Feclingthe rush f sea i,
imagining ourslves soaked,

We never stood, toppling and roling,

o0 scard o oing oo decp. wrecke and aughing,
beached n our boards

Mark and Unelt o our skatebosrds atthe world's end ofourroad,

atthe 0p of ur whale-oad, our bearts arushing tide

o knees bumpy with the imprit f sand, 10 meetour laughter.

our hands gripped tothe cdges,

sat-white withantcipation.

2

=

Think back to what you read. What does the poem make you think about? How does it make you feel?
What makes you think these things or feel this way?

Where do you imagine this s all happening? Do you think that the road they are skateboarding on is flat?
What makes you think this? Look carefully at the words and How do you think the boys are feeling? Is it the
same throughout the poem or do they go on an emotional journey? What tells you this? What specific
words would you use to describe the way the boys feel at different points? Write these around the poem,
next to the parts where you think they feel this way.
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2. lllustrate it
Look at the way the illustrator, John O'Leary has chosen to illustrate this poem. What parts of the poem, or
‘what specific words and phrases contained within it do you think have inspired his illustration?

Re-read the poem to yourself and think about what you see in your mind's eye as you hear yourself reading
the words. Take a pencil and a piece of paper and draw out your own illustration for the poem. Look back
at the words and consider which are painting the most vivid images for you.

3. Talkabout it

= Think about the words that are used to describe the skateboard: wide, solid and grey; a snarling shark
painted on it, sandy, non-slip patches clung to your feet. How do these words make you think about the
skateboard? Does it make you feel like it is safe to ride?

= What s the impact of separating off the lines, A snarling shark painted on it and We never stood, too
scared of going too deep? Why do you think the poet chose to do this?

= Why do you think Joseph Coelho chose to make the final verses much longer? Re-read these to yourself
again. How does this affect you as a reader? How do the boys’ emotions change between these two
verses? What words and phrases specifically show you how they feel without telling you directly?

4. Imagine it

Have you ever ridden a skateboard before? Or done something else that was equally terrifying and
thrilling? How did it feel? What might your face or body have looked like? How might your voice have
sounded? Read the poem again, really thinking about how the boys were feeling throughout the
experience.

Work up a performance of the poem. As you do try really hard to imagine the feelings the boys’ experience,
how will you exemplify this in your performance using your face, body and voice? When you are ready,
perform this to someone else. Could they sense the emotions through the way you performed?

5. Createit

Think about an event in your own life that could inspire a poem. Has there been a time where you have done
something daring, challenging or exhilarating, like the boys in the poem? Has there been a time where you
have been scared to do something, but have done it anyway? Have you ridden on a skateboard, bike, ice
skates, roller skates or rollerblades? Have you been on a ride at a fair or theme park that was as terrifying as
it was thrilling? Have you challenged yourself to overcome a fear?

Picture the moment in your mind and replay the emotional journey of the moment. How you felt before,
during and after. It might help to start at the most vivid moment and work backwards and forward from that
to lead up to and on from this. Jot down any words, phrases or lines that come to mind as you think about
‘this moment.
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ADVENTURERS

‘MAKE IT HAPPEN!"

Brave
Risk-fakers
Resilient
Prepared
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Abolition completely stopping something

Abolitionist somebody who wants to end something e.g. slavery

Captive taken and held prisoner

Human is a modern version of slavery, which means the movement of people is used by any means
Trafficking such as fraud, force or deception

Master a person who has control over something or someone

Middle Passage the forced voyage of African slaves across the Atlantic Ocean to America

Modern-day nowadays

Plantation alarge area of land where crops are grown and harvested

Slave a person who is owned and controlled by another person and can be sold by them
Trans-Atlantic across the Atlantic Ocean

Underground a network of people, African American as well as white, offering shelter and aid to escaped

Railroad slaves from the South
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