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AUTUMN 1 CLASS LETTER

Dear Parents and Carers,

Welcome to this half-term’s class letter.  This letter contains all the information you need to know about your child’s learning for the coming half term, including how you can support your child’s learning at home.
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	DIMENSIONS LEARNING MEANS THE WORLD

	Our first topic is called ‘Lightning Speed’ and is a thematic unit based around the history and development of the internet and World Wide Web, with a focus on computing. It primarily looks at how computers communicate, the importance of networks, how email works and how the internet enables collaboration. 
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It would be great to ensure your child is familiar with the definitions of our topic related words – as you can see in the list titled ‘Vocabulary.’

When we have finished exploring how the internet has developed we will be moving into our whole school Book week. As staff we work together to choose a book that we think would suit the whole school and what would achieve the best writing outcomes. We then focus on our Just Writes, which is when the children independently write about an image from our chosen text.





	MATHS 

	What we’re studying
	Suggested home activities 


	We are going to be starting the term by focussing on place value, as this is the core of each Maths process and feeds into all the other elements of Maths learning. This term we will be investigating the following objectives, using a range of different learning strategies. 

Year 3…
Count from 0 in multiples of 4, 8, 50 and 100 
Find 10 or 100 more or less than a given number 
Recognise the place value of each digit in a three-digit number (hundreds, tens, ones)
Compare and order numbers up to 1000 Identify, represent and estimate numbers using different representations 
Read and write numbers up to 1000 in numerals and in words 


Year 4…
Count in multiples of 6, 7, 9, 25 and 1000 Find 1000 more or less than a given number. 
Count backwards through zero to include negative numbers. 
Recognise the place value of each digit in a four-digit number (thousands, hundreds, tens, and ones). 
Order and compare numbers beyond 1000. 
Identify, represent and estimate numbers using different representations. 
Round any number to the nearest 10, 100 or 1000. 
Solve number and practical problems that involve all of the above and with increasingly large positive numbers. 
Read Roman numerals to 100 (I to C) and know that over time, the numeral system changed to include the concept of zero and place value.

	Below are some interactive learning activities which will help aid your child’s understanding of place value. These activities are ones you can work through together, to check understanding whilst you answer the questions.

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/learning-to-count/place-value-basketball

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/place-value/bead-numbers

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/carroll-diagrams/odd-and-even

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/place-value/place-value-charts

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/daily10

https://mathsframe.co.uk/en/resources/resource/59/itp-beadsticks

https://ictgames.com/sharkNumbers/mobile/index.html

https://mathsframe.co.uk/en/resources/resource/569/Parachute-Number-Line

https://mathsframe.co.uk/en/resources/resource/589/Rounding-Shoot-Out

https://mathsframe.co.uk/en/resources/resource/574/Comparing-Numbers-using-Dienes

https://mathsframe.co.uk/en/resources/resource/37/placing-numbers-on-a-number-line


[image: ]You can also play simple games like asking your child to roll a dice four times and the child creating the largest three or four-digit number they can, using the four numbers they have.

Or create four (or more) different numbers using the numbers they have rolled. So for example your child rolls a 2, 5, 6 and a 1.

6251
2561
6125
5216





	ENGLISH

	What we’re studying
	Suggested home activities 


	For this half term, the text we will be exploring is called ‘The Wild Robot.’ 
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Whilst exploring this text, the skills we will be focussed upon are…

· Visualising
· Reading illustration Scanning and close reading 
· Character comparison 
· Looking at language Predicting and summarising 
· Performance reading 
· Developing inference
· Making personal connections

And our writing journey and outcome will be a story sequel. 
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[image: ]



	OTHER SUBJECTS

	Music: 
We will be using a range of different computer programmes to explore music, as well as recognising different musical patterns and identifying sounds made by differing instruments. This term the children will learn to know that music can affect mood and emotions, identify the features of major and minor tonality and to understand and explain their own personal likes and dislikes in music, related back to the elements of music.

Religious Education: Within Religious Education we will be exploring the understanding Christianity unit. Throughout this unit the discussions and lessons will help to enable pupils to know about and understand Christianity as a living world faith. We will be exploring core theological concepts which enables pupils to develop knowledge and skills in making sense of biblical texts and understanding their impact in the lives of Christians. It will also aid and develop pupils’ abilities to connect, critically reflect upon, evaluate and apply their learning to their own growing understanding of religion and belief (particularly Christianity), of themselves, the world and human experience.

· P4C:  We will be carrying out P4C sessions once a week, to ensure that the children are able to explore different viewpoints and can exercise their enquiry skills. I have included an overview of what Philosophy for Children is, so that you can view the benefits. 
· 
· An enquiry based approach to open up children’s learning through the exploration of ideas.
· Gives children the possibility of seeing that their ideas have value, and that others have different ideas that have value too.
· They realise that they don’t always have to be right.
· They have the confidence to ask questions and learn through discussion.
· All learners (including teachers) have opportunities to genuinely enquire.
· A chance to speak and be heard without fear of getting an answer wrong.
· Intelligence grows.
· Gives children who are not considered “academic” a voice and a chance to flourish.
· Gives the “academic” children a chance to think outside the box and to see that the non-academic have inspiring ideas.
· Gives all children value.

	HOME LEARNING ARRANGEMENTS

	Home learning is set each Friday and the children have the overview of the spelling and times table activities in their home learning folders. Spellings should be practised in the little blue spelling book and the times tables are to be written out in the orange book. 

It is important that the children hand their home learning in either on or before Wednesday. Every other week is topic learning and so this will also be shown on your home learning overview- linked to ‘Lightning Speed.’ We check the reading records each Friday (to see how many times each child has read that week) and so it’s important that each time your child reads, that they write down where they have read up to. We are encouraging independence by asking them to record this themselves. Their reading records should be in, each day. We have reading sessions each day after lunch. 

	PE/FOREST SCHOOL

	Monday morning will be Forest School sessions. Please can all children come dressed in their Forest School kit and remember to bring warm clothing, rain coats and wellies. They also need their school uniform to change back into after their sessions.
We have physical education every Thursday and Friday afternoon. Thursday afternoon is currently multi-skills and will be delivered by Colchester United coaches and on Friday afternoon will be exploring movements to music. 

	COMMUNICATION

	For quick, day-to-day classroom matters please contact me via Seesaw or at the beginning/end of the day.  

For queries, questions or concerns, please make an appointment to meet with me or have a phone call.

I will respond to your queries as soon as I am able to.



Kind regards, Adventurers Team (Mrs Clyde Roberts and Mrs Sandell)
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Take 5: Ideas for Independent/Home Learning
The Wild Robot by Peter Brown (Piccadilly Press)

1. Explore it

Without sharing the book title, read this story opening. You might want to hear it read

aloud as well as reading it for yourself.

Our story begins on the ocean, with wind and rain
and thunder and lightning and waves. A hurricane
roared and raged through the night. And in the
‘middle of the chaos, a cargo ship was sinking

down
down
down
to the ocean floor.

The ship left hundreds of crates floating on the
surface. But as the hurricane thrashed and

swirled and knocked them around, the crates also
began sinking into the depths. One after another,

PETER BROWN

they were swallowed up by the waves, until only
five crates remained.

By morning the hurricane was gone. There were
no clouds, no ships, no land in sight. There was
only calm water and clear skies and those five
crates lazily bobbing along an ocean current.
Days passed. And then a smudge of green
appeared on the horizon. As the crates drifted
closer, the soft green shapes slowly sharpened
into the hard edges of a wild rocky island.

The first crate rode to shore on a tumbling,
rumbling wave and then crashed against the
rocks with such force that the whole thing burst
apart.
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= What is happening in this extract? Who are the central characters? Can you summarise what you've
read in a couple of sentences?

= Talk about how this story opening makes you feel and what you like or dislike about it. Does it
remind you of anything you know in stories or real life? How?

= Think about how it is written. What parts of this really stick in your mind? Which words and phrases
do you like the best? What do you like about them? Do they look or sound interesting? Do they
help you make a picture in your mind? What do other people think?

2. lllustrate it

After you have read it a few times, take a pen or pencil and a bit of scrap paper. You can use the back of an
old envelope or cereal packet; whatever is to hand. Draw what you see in your imagination. It can be
shapes or shading - anything that captures the place and the mood of this story opening. Maybe other
people in your family want to draw what they imagine as well. Remember, everyone has their own ideas
and imagines things their own way. This is a good thing!
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= Where does our story begin?
= What happens? How do you know?

= How does it make me feel? Does this change?
= How can I show this in a drawing?

Re-read the opening and write some words and phrases that have helped you make your picture.

Share your drawings with each other or talk about what you have drawn with someone else:
= What do you like about each other’s drawings? What is the same or different about your drawings?
= Why have you chosen to draw it this way? Which words and phrases helped you make a picture?

3. Talk about it
= Find and copy any words and phrases which show how forceful the hurricane was.
= Why did so many crates sink? What do you think happened to them?
= Think about the events on the night of the storm and in the following days. How would you report
it on the news?

4.Imagine it
Look at the opening illustratio

Think about this:

= What do you think is inside the box?
What makes you think that?

= What other stories do you know about
in books, on television or in films that
have scenes like this?

= What happens in these stories?
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ADVENTURERS

‘MAKE IT HAPPEN!"

Brave
Risk-fakers
Resilient
Prepared
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Vocabulary

Cable

Device

Hub.

Internet

Network

Server

a thick wire, or a group of wires, inside a rubber or plastic covering, which is
used to carry electricity or electronic signals

a piece of mechanical or electronic equipment used for a particular purpose

messages distributed by electronic means from one computer user via a
network

centre

a communication system that connects computers and databases all over the
world

Local Area Network: network that connects computers and devices within a
building or small group of buildings

a group of connected things or people

a computer, a device or a program that is dedicated to managing network
resources

World Wide Web: a network of online content
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